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OFFICIAL  

Being lead aware while 
cleaning up after the Port 
Pirie storm 

 

A recent storm has caused widespread damage in Port Pirie. While clean-ups are 

underway it is important to remember to be lead aware, due to Port Pirie having 

lead-contaminated dust. Here are some lead-aware tips to protect you during 

clean-up activities. 

Safety tips while cleaning up: 

• Use gloves, wear overalls or dedicated clothing and wash separately after clean-up. 

• Avoid breathing in dust, use a mask if the area is dusty. 

• Wash hands, face, and exposed skin thoroughly with soap and water after cleaning. 

• Avoid outdoor clean-ups during windy conditions to prevent dust from spreading. 

• Keep children, pregnant people, and pets away from clean-up areas. 

• If using tradespeople or contractors provide them with lead-aware information. 

• Contact your local council for waste disposal advice. 

Outdoor clean-up: 

• Use a hose or wet-washing methods to clean dust from verandas, pergolas, outdoor furniture and 
play equipment. 

• Remove fallen trees safely, contact your local council or hire a contractor. 

• Prevent children from accessing areas with disturbed soil. 

• Top up or replace play areas with new sand or bark chips if they appear dusty or contaminated 
with dirt. 

• Do not use outdoor blowers, dry sweeping, or dry dusting as they spread lead dust. 

• Clean or replace dusty entry mats. 

Indoor clean-up: 

• Use wet wiping and wet mopping to clean indoor surfaces. 

• Use a HEPA-filter vacuum to capture fine particles. 

• If ceilings or walls have been damaged, clean surrounding surfaces using wet methods as dust 
may have spread. 

• Follow lead-safe carpet removal guidelines if carpets were damaged and need to be removed. 

• Homes built before 1980 may contain lead-based paint—handle damaged paint with lead-aware 
methods. 

Contact the Environmental Health Centre (8638 4100) for more information on lead 

exposure minimisation and the Port Pirie Regional Council if you have questions 

regarding clean-up (8633 9777). 

https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/4db22a8048eb795f8f248ff25a3eb7d6/Lead+Aware+Workplace-Brochure.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-4db22a8048eb795f8f248ff25a3eb7d6-p3Ds3V6
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiAlqfJp4yRAxUgU2wGHdvmOzIQFnoECCAQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sahealth.sa.gov.au%2Fwps%2Fwcm%2Fconnect%2Fpublic%2Bcontent%2Fsa%2Bhealth%2Binternet%2Fresources%2Flead%2Baware%2Bguide%2Bto%2Bcarpet%2Bremoval%2Bfact%2Bsheet&usg=AOvVaw1fXtyQj9RTN5-VGVteI5ol&opi=89978449
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/69ded48048eb7ae38fad8ff25a3eb7d6/RenovatorsGuide-Brochure.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-69ded48048eb7ae38fad8ff25a3eb7d6-p3Dt7wm
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/69ded48048eb7ae38fad8ff25a3eb7d6/RenovatorsGuide-Brochure.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-69ded48048eb7ae38fad8ff25a3eb7d6-p3Dt7wm

