Clinician information around COVID-19 Vaccination and referral guidelines for
South Australia COVID-19 Specialist Immunisation Clinic (SACSIC)
The purpose of this document is to provide clinicians and vaccine providers with additional information for when it is appropriate
to refer patients into SACSIC vs when patients can receive vaccines in clinic – last updated 28 May 2021
Does the patient meet one or more of the following criteria?
•
Immediate (within 2 hours) and generalised symptoms of a possible allergic reaction (e.g. hives) to a previous dose of a COVID-19 vaccine.
•
Anaphylaxis or generalised allergic reaction (without anaphylaxis) to any component of the COVID-19 vaccine to be administered
o e.g. PEG/macrogol in the Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine
•
A history of Polyethylene Glycol (PEG, aka macrogol) or polysorbate 80 related reactions and/or a history of multiple allergic reactions to other
medications containing PEG or polysorbate.
o Please check the ingredients of the patient’s current/previously tolerated medications as they may contain PEG/polysorbate
•
Mastocytosis with a raised tryptase and recurrent anaphylaxis.
•
History of severe unexplained illness after receiving COVID-19 vaccination requiring hospitalisation for greater than 24 hours.

YES

Referral to SACSIC
Please refer to following page for
further information

NO
Does the patient have a history of cerebral venous sinus thrombosis (CVST), heparin-induced thrombocytopaenia (HIT), idiopathic splanchnic vein
thrombosis (mesenteric, portal or splenic), antiphospholipid syndrome with thrombosis and/or thrombosis with thrombocytopaenia (TTS)

YES

Astra Zeneca vaccine contraindicated.
Referral to SA Health COVID-19 Vaccination
Clinic for the Pfizer vaccine can be made.

YES

Refer to treating specialist to clarify timing of
vaccine

NO
Does the patient meet the following criteria?
•
Significantly immunocompromised, e.g. on chemotherapy, drug modifying antirheumatic drugs (DMARDs) or biologic agents

NO
Does the patient meet the following criteria?
•
On anticoagulants with INR >3
•
Previous multiple sclerosis/Guillain-Barré syndrome (GBS)

YES

Refer to the MVEC resources and The
Australian Immunisation Handbook

NO
If the patient meet the following criteria
•
History of allergy, including anaphylaxis, to single or multiple medications (including vaccines) that do not contain PEG or polysorbate
•
History of allergy, including anaphylaxis, to food, venom, or latex
•
Allergic conditions including asthma, atopic dermatitis (eczema) or allergic rhinitis (hay fever)
•
History of other clots not described above (e.g. pulmonary embolism, DVT) or other clotting disorders (e.g. Factor V Leiden, Protein S deficiency or
Protein C deficiency)
•
History of Idiopathic Thrombocytopaenic Purpura (ITP) with platelet count > 50

YES
Proceed to routine vaccination at GP clinic or SA Health COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic
Patients with anaphylaxis to multiple medications should be observed for 30 minutes
Patients will continue being assigned vaccination based upon their eligibility category and age

Further phone advice can be sought via
SACSIC 0421 879 791
Monday – Friday 9:00am – 4:30pm

Pathways for referral into South Australia COVID-19 Specialist Immunisation Clinic (SACSIC)
1.
2.
3.
4.

GP referrals based upon ‘Clinician information’
GP referrals following adverse event from immunisation
Vaccine hub referrals based upon review of patient prior to vaccination and following
discussion with MO on site or SACSIC MO
Vaccine hub referrals following adverse event from immunisation

Formalised pathway for referral into South Australia COVID-19 Specialist Immunisation Clinic (SACSIC)
directly from mass vaccination hub
1.
2.
3.

Criteria for referral identified prior to vaccination or following adverse effect from
immunisation (AEFI)
Vaccine hub discuss with MO onsite or SACSIC MO
If appropriate, hub will then need to fill out SACSIC referral form and be emailed to
Health.RAHCOVIDVaccineAdverseEffects@sa.gov.au

South Australia COVID-19 Specialist Immunisation Clinic (SACSIC) response following referrals
Referral received

Appropriate referrals based
upon criteria will be accepted

For referrals regarding suitability of Pfizer
over Astra Zeneca with no allergy history or
criteria for SACSIC review

Patients booked into clinic and
doctor notified of
appointment*

Agree that patient should have Pfizer over Astra Zeneca:
Referral doctor is notified and patient’s details are passed from
SACSIC to an SA Health Vaccination Clinic for further processing
and booking with pre-approval for Pfizer

Inappropriate referrals that do
not meet criteria

Referral doctor notified and
sent letter outlining rejection
of referral in addition to
“Clinician Information”

Disagree that patient should have Pfizer over Astra Zeneca:
Referral doctor is notified and letter outlining rejection of
referral

* Please note that this appointment is for assessment only and does not necessarily guarantee vaccination in the clinic.

