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Note: This is a guide for full information please refer to SA Health policies.  

As per the SA Health Privacy Policy Directive  and the Privacy Guideline whenever possible 

only de-identified information is to be used for teaching purposes.  

These principles apply to clinical students who use consumer information purely for training 

purposes and not for any treatment purpose. During activities where students are not directly 

involved in an individual’s care or treatment, only de-identified information is to be used for 

teaching purposes. Where the use of identifiable information purely for teaching purposes is 

unavoidable and justified, the express consent of the individual should be sought. Students are 

required to sign a Clinical Placement Deed Poll outlining their privacy obligations when at 

clinical placements within SA Health. (Privacy Guideline, p.13). 

De-identifiable information means any information or opinion about a person whose identity 

cannot be ascertained from the information or opinion. De-identified information must not 

contain identifiers, which if linked with other information, could lead to the identification of a 

person.  

These include personal details / identifiers such as  

• Name 

• Birthdate 

• Address 

• Reference number 

• Tattoos, skin colour and/or piercings 

• Metadata on digital images (e.g., time and date of capture, GPS location) 

 

De-identifying information also includes removing or altering other information that may allow 

an individual to be identified, e.g., because of a rare characteristic of the individual, or a 

combination of unique characteristics. 

When to use the SA Health Consent To Use Information for Student 

Training Purposes form 

If there is a possibility that the information is potentially identifiable, it cannot be classified as 

de-identified. In this instance, a relevant local consent form and/or consent be appropriately 

recorded in the person’s medical record.  

• The student must discuss this with their supervisor and/or relevant staff members.  

• Consent must be gained from the patient. 

https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/60b8550041526f138c0d8ee8f09fe17d/Directive_Privacy_Policy_v2.0_28.05.2019.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-60b8550041526f138c0d8ee8f09fe17d-ocRi-H5
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/a5e6dcc7-c158-4a5d-bcb2-9e2d31caa896/Privacy+Guideline+V1.0+01122023.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-a5e6dcc7-c158-4a5d-bcb2-9e2d31caa896-oMOmi0l
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/b1d3d3804dbd148ca0aba146e4df54bc/Clinical+Placement+Deed+Poll+-+Students+and+EP+Staff.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-b1d3d3804dbd148ca0aba146e4df54bc-owsX6MV
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/a5e6dcc7-c158-4a5d-bcb2-9e2d31caa896/Privacy+Guideline+V1.0+01122023.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-a5e6dcc7-c158-4a5d-bcb2-9e2d31caa896-oMOmi0l
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The key elements of consent are:  

From the policy, consent is defined as “an individual has authorised their personal information 

to be used for a defined purpose or handled in a particular manner” (p. 4). 

• the individual is adequately informed before giving consent i.e., there must be reasonable 

efforts to ensure that the individual has the information they need to understand what they are 

consenting to, why it is necessary or desirable, and what may be the results both of consenting 

and of not consenting.  

• the consent should be reasonably specific. A general or blanket consent could result in an 

individual later indicating that they were not informed of the particular usage proposed;  

• the consent is freely given i.e., the individual is not coerced, pressured or intimidated. The 

individual should not feel that they have no choice or that they do not have enough time to 

make up their mind;  

Reference: Privacy Guideline (p.10) and Consent Policy  

Confidentiality 

• Students are required to sign a Clinical Placement Deed Poll. 

• Electronic records and information are confidential and not for further distribution. 

• Students are not permitted to take photographs of consumers, visitors, or colleagues 

(including other students and staff) and must seek permission before taking any 

photographs of the workplace environment/equipment.  

 

For more information 

Better Placed: Excellence in Health 
Education 
Clinical System Support & Improvement  
Department of Health and Wellbeing 
Adelaide SA  5000 

www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/betterplaced 

 

© Department for Health and Wellbeing, Government of South Australia. All rights reserved. 
   

https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/a5e6dcc7-c158-4a5d-bcb2-9e2d31caa896/Privacy+Guideline+V1.0+01122023.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-a5e6dcc7-c158-4a5d-bcb2-9e2d31caa896-oMOmi0l
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/f0ee918046d8588f8b8ffb22d29d99f6/Guideline_Consent_to_Medical_Treatment+and_Health_Care_v4.0_09.11.2018.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&amp;CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE-f0ee918046d8588f8b8ffb22d29d99f6-oCV.9og
http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/

