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Information for clinicians and health workers
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Tuberculosis contact tracing

South Australian Tuberculosis Services (SA TB Services) manages all contact tracing for
tuberculosis (TB) across the state.

They may ask for advice from local health workers in various regions, which can be valuable to the
process.

SA TB Services don’t expect health workers to conduct TB contact tracing. Contact tracing will
always be done under the direction from SA TB Services as there is intensive training involved.

How SA TB Services conducts contact tracing

Identifies a positive active TB case ‘

Assesses the patient's severity of iliness including:
symptoms
length of infection
location of infection (etc)
to assess transmissibility risk
Interviews the patient to gather details of close contacts
over recent months including:
household members
family and kin
close work colleagues
study contacts
social or community associates
Seeks further information as required from local health

service, workplace, school and other risk areas while
maintaining patient confidentiality

Finalises list of contacts to be assessed (maintaining
patient confidentiality)

For more information:
SA TB Services
Royal Adelaide Hospital,
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